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PACE G1 OF 82 CARACA 83317 00 OF 83 B221482 013981 = $72302 
ACTOR: VE(02) , POLLS WHICH PLACED COPEY-ALLIED B6 
PRESIDEKTUAL CANDIDATE IRERE SAEZ {N FOURTH PLACE BEHIND HUGO 
WEB: OARB 102) RUCGL) HM CGLY JPL OLY JRHGOL) ARAII) “PPC UCL) CHAVEL» HENRIQUE SALAS ROMER) AKD LUIS ALFAROe BADLY UNDERESTIRATED 
G4S 1) PPAMGI) EPSCWBI OEPSC ACY LHEIGI COD) TRENE'S POPULARITY. ALLEGING THAT THE POLLSTERS DID NOT GET INTO 
PEL) EMI) BLIBL) BR Wz QCA (OLY DEPCGL TRCY (6)! THE BARRIOS GR POOR REIGHBBPHOODS VHERE IRENE WAS STILL VERY 
wan esenececen en aerecetens ORAI24IZ AL RD HOTAL COPIES: 928) por ans assenitt THAT IRENE WAS THE ONLY CANDIDATE WHC 
ACTON ARA-00 LD COMPETE WITH CHAVEZ FOR THE VOTE OF VENEZUELA'S POOR, ; 
SAIB THUS ASSERTION WAS BASED a 
WFO. LOG-BO ACDA-08 ACDE-GO AND-Dd ACC-0D CEA-O1 —CONE-00 rH 
CTKE-02 DODE-00 QOfE-GD SRPP-CO OS-BO £B-0d  EXIN-I NETGREORHOODS IN CARECAS AND OTHER LARGE HETROPOLITAN AREAS. 
£-80 FRB-O0 R-D1 —-TEOE-00 INR-O0 (8-00 176-04 
(-0B ABS-G0 NSAE-0@ NSCE-OB OMB-0) OPIC-01 PA-UC i Le ee ee HAD FALLEN 
ph-0@ PRS-@G-P-C0 © SP-BD_ © $S80-D0 STR-00 TRSE-00 DRAMATICALLY DUER THE COUNSE OF A YEAR, HE ATTRIBUTED THIS TO WER 
1-08  .PHB-O0 DSCC-00 DRL-¢2 6-00  WFAT-O0 SAS-Bd INITIAL TRABILITY “TD EXPLAIN HER ALLIANCE WITH COPEL” WHICH WAS 
019M WIEWED BY HAXY OF HER SUPPBRTERS AS A SELL-OUT TO TRABITIONAL 
sq piusdaucatenst JCESD3 O22199Z 38 PARTIES: AND A CONFUSED ARB CONFUSING GAMPAIGN STRUCTURE. 
R 0221392 Nov 98 
FH ANERBASSY CARACAS a) ee PROBLENS HAD SEEN RESOLVED, 
10 SECSTATE WASHOC 2160 TRENE HAD SHARPENED HER THAGE AS A "GONCILIATOR ANB FACILITATBR™ 
INFO AMENBASSY BOGOTA HO COULD WORK WITH ALL PARTIES ANB POLITICAL GROUPINGS. THIS 
ANEMBASSY LINA HAVES HER AN ATTRACTIVE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE HE GONTINUEDs SINCE 
ANEMBASSY QUITO THE NEX? PRESIDENT MUST BE A CONSENSUS-BUILDER IN A DIVERSE AND 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ - FRAGMENTED POLITIGAL ENV! RONHENT. Bl 
ANENBASSY BRASILIA 
arma rar Ot ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
HSCENCSB MIAH! FL SIFIED BY DEPT. OF STATE, M. G ; . 
DIA WASHOE VIEW AUTHORITY: ADOLPH HEISNER §._ () POINTED 10 TNE INFORMAL ALLIANCE BETWEEN IRERE» B6 
tik wasioC «=» CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL REASON®41:4 EMOCRATIC ACTION PARTY WOI IR CARACAS AS EVIDENCE 
USIA WASHDC 1897 DECLASSIFY AFTER: 1 NOV 2023 
: BF WHAT ROLE IRERE COULD PLAY. DEPEMDING ON WHAT HAPPENS DURING 
cons 1 £8 AREAS EADY 14 JUN 2010 200503654 THE NOVERBER 8 REGIONAL ELEGTIONS: [_]SAIB, IRERE CDULD BECOME 
A KEY FIGURE IN FORGING A BROAD ANTT-CAAVEC ALL LANCE. 
EB. 12958: DECL: 11/02/88 
THES: PCO. PREY ECM VE ase ae mo 
sees ti see BAB-NOUTRING SALAS ROMER 
somecr:[_____—_—«#RR ROT IO ol ee BL veeeeeeee eer 
cussing yf SC~C~C—~CSCSCS~YCREANS AS BG 0D cau rr ses INE ALLEGEB RISE OF HEARIOUE 
oO SALAS ROMER TO SECOND PLATE IN THE POLLS. ACCUSING SALAS RBHER OF 
PURCHASING THE POLLS OF THO CORPANTES--DAFANAL ISIS AKD 
ages HERCANALISIS--WHICH RECENILY PUT SALAS ROMER ALMOST EVEN WITH 
SUNKARY CHAVEZ. 
,  (C) BOTH DESCRIBED SALAS ROMER AS AN “ELITIST” WHO COULB NOT 
1. (G) PRESUDENTIAL CARDIBATE IRENE SAEZ’S POPULARITY iS BADLY ATIRACT VOTES FROK VENEZUELA'S VAST "POPULAR SECTORS.* , THEY ALSO 
UNBEREST MAJED BY THE POLLS» se CHARGER SALAS WITR BEING "ARROGANT. UNPRINGIPLED AND 
Al ; 
TRERE TS THE ONLY CANDIDATE WHO CAR COMPETE WITH HUGO CHAVEZ IN THE Bl 
POPULAR SECIBRS.° HE BISNISSEB THE RECENT POLL @/SE OF REKRIQUE 
SALAS ROMER, DESCRIBING THE POLLS AS “BOUGHT AND PAID FOR B 
9, © SALAS ROMER NAD GUTTED AD ANB CePEL IN = BG 
CARABOBO STATE WAS GOUEROR, ANB INDICATED THAT BBTH 
PARTIES EXPECTEG RIM TD BO TKE SAME NATIONALLY SNOWLO HE BE 





SAID THE UPCOMING ROVER REG: EC 
EVERYTA(HG® AKB AGAIN MAKE (RENE AN ATIRACTIVE CANBIDATE BEHIAB 


WHICH ANTI -CHAVEZ FORCES COULD UNITE, END SUBMARY. 


1, B6 


ELEGTEB, FHEY ALLEGED THAT SALAS ROMER BROCKED KO OPPOSE TION 10 


HIS AUTOCRATIC IMPULSES, AKO CBYLD NBY WORK WITH PARTIES SUCH AS AB 
ANB COPEI. Bs 





F UNCLASSIFIED 
ROUTINE CONFIDENTIAL INCOMING 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
ARA/NEA REARCS 


72392 
Bl 


3981 $072302 





HAISTO 


W.. CRE ROT YET PREPARED 10 CONCEDE 
VICTORY 19 CHAVET. ED TRAT THE CURRENT POLITICAL B6 
LANDSCAPE 1S ARTIFICIAL BECAUSE NOKE OF IHE CANDIDATES HAD BEEN 
TESTED ELECTORALLY. ARGUED THAT THE NOVEHER € REGTONAL 
ELECTIONS WILL BE “ADE FACTO FIRST ROURD” OF THE PRESIDEN? AL 
ELECTIONS. HE SAID TRE BIG LOSER IN THE NOVENBER & ELECTIONS WILL 
BE SALAS ROMER: WINNENG HO HORE THAN TWO GOUERNORSHEPS END ONLY A 
OF CONGRESSIONAL SEATS. COMPARED 1D AD AND COPE I, WRiCH 
CLAINED WOULD DOMIRATE THE REGIONAL ELECTIONS: SALAS ROMER 
SOUT THOT BE ABLE TO COMPETE. THEY ENVISIONED SALAS SHRIVEL INC 
AFTER TRE REGIONAL ELECTIONS, LEAVING AN ELECTORAL SPACE WHICH 


JREKE COULD NATURALLY FILL. 


12, () IN THIS REGARD» THEY ARGUED THAT SALAS’ CAMPAIGN 3S LINKED 
10 THAT OF WiS SOK 1X CARABDEO STATE, MIS SOs HENRIQUE SALAS FEO» 
1$ RUNNING FOR RE-ELECTION AS GOVERNOR. CLAIMED 
TWAT SALAS ROMER’S SO COULD BE BEATEN ?F THE DIFFERENT OPPOSING 
PARTIES COULD AGREE ON A SINGLE CANDIDATE. THIS WOULD REQUIRE THE 
CHAVEZ CANDIDATE 10 DROP OUT OF THE RACE IN FAVOR OF [HE CURRENT 
HAYOR OF VALENCIAy WHO 1S SUPPORTED BY AD AND COPEI. Eo 
RECOGNIZED THES WAS FAR-FETCKED, BUT SAID THAT IF SALAS FEO COULD 
RE BEATER, INEN SALAS ROMER’S CANDIDACY WOULD COLLAPSE, A PROSPECT 
WHICH HAMY JN COPE! AD» AND POLD PATRIDTICO HIGHT FIND APPEALING. 
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